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NEW YORY TIMES
POWER AND SAINTLY PURITY
2Y PEREGPINE WORSTHORNE

LONDON=-ARNY PUBLIC MAN WHO HAS EVER SUGCEEDED IN DOINZ ANYTHING
MIST BE aWARE OF HOW VULNERABLE HIS CONDUCT I3 TO ™I=aL
JUDSEMENT . EVERY BIOGRAPHY OF A GREAT STATESMAN REARS THIS
OnT. THERE ARE ALWAYS SKXELETONS IN THE CUPROARD; ALWAYS
INCIDENTS WHERE EVEN THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS AND HEROIC FIMURE
BEHAVED WITH LESS THAN TOTAL HOMNEESTY OR TRUTHFd‘V‘.U. o
SUCH A STATEMENT IS CERTAINLY NOT INTENDEE TO BE PROVOCATIVE o
QR CONTROVERSIAL. IT IS, OF COURSE, THE. MEREST TRUISH, ' E
THE EXERCISE OF POVER CANVDT RE. CONBINED WITH SAINTLY PURITY,

SINCE DNCE A MAN ASSUMES RESPONSIRILITY FOR PURLIC AFFalR:z,

THE ¥ORAL SIMPLICITIES WITHIN WHICH IT LS JUST POSSI®LE,

WITH LUCK, TO RE ABLE TO LEAD A PRIVATE LIFE A5 500N HIDE-

OUSLY COMPLICATED TO AN EXTENT THAT PRECLUDES ALL CLEAPR OIg-

TINCTIONS BETWEEN RICHT AND WRONG. :

A HFALTHY PUBLIC QPINIOWN UNDERSTANDS THIS, aND JUD3ES ITS
PUBLIC MEN ACCORDINSLY, ALLOWING THEM SOME LATITUDE. IT IS
ALWAYS A QUESTION OF APPLYING A SENSE OF PROPORTION OF TuUrRNINZ
A JUDICIOUSLY BLIND EYE, OF HAVING A FEEL FOR WHAT IS EX-
CUSARLE aND WHAT IS NOT. MASS OPINION SOMETIMES NEEDS 3yINANCE
I THESE MATTERS, WHICH IS WHAT A PROPERLY FUNCTIONIMS '
"FSTARLISHMENT ,” OR ZQVERNING ORDER, SHOULD BE ARLE TO SUPPLY.

WHAT IS SO DISTURGING aBOUT THE KISSINGER AFFalIR IS THAT IT
DEMONSTRATES A TOTAL FAPURE BY THE AMERICAN LIRERAL ESTABLISH-
MENT TO DO PRECISELY THaTs WORSE, ON AN ALMOST HYSTERICAL
DETERMINATION TO DO PRECISELY THE OPPOSITE.

QY ANY STANDARDS OF COMMON SENST IT IS PIDICULOUS THAT THE
SECRETARY OF STATE SHOULD RPE S50 UNNECESSARILY INVOLVED IN

A MaJOR ROYW THREATENING HIS 3381, CREDIRILITY. YET THE QUALITY

PREST, WHOSE JOB IT OUEHT TO 2K TO GET THESE MATTERS RIGHT,
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TO ARTICULATE THE ESTARLISHMENT VOICE OF WOSLDLY WIGDOM,
HAS TAKEN THE LFAD IN GETTIN® THEY ywRONG AND ARTICULATING
THE VOTOE OF UNWORLDLY STUPIDITY.

IT ¥aY WELL BE THAT HENRY A, KISSINGER WAS RATHE® LESS THAN
FRANY IN HIS SENATE EVIDENCE aARCUT THE PART HE PLAYED IN
THE TELEPHONE TAPPING OF HIS COLLEAGUES, AND OF CIRTAIN
MENYIRERS OF THE PRFSS, POSSIBLY THE DOCUMENTS WILL SHOW THAT
HE DID MORE THAN ASSENT TO IT, aND POSITIVELY ENCOURAZED
AND EVEM ORDFRED 1T, '

MORE LIKELY IT WILL SHOW NOTHIN? WHOLLY CONCLUSIVE EITHER

WAY. BUT THIS SyURELY IS NOT THE POINT. THE POINT IS THaT

THE oyESTION 1S NOT TERRIBLY IMPORTANT; CRRTAINLY NOT TMPORTANT
ZNOUEH TO RISX ENDANZERING THE AVMERICAN NATIONaL INIEREST

3Y DISCREDITING a HIGHLY SUCCFSSFUL SECRETARY OF STATT,

T0 SOME EXTENT THIS CAN OBVIOUSLY BE EXPLAINED Y wWATERZATE,
WHICH HAS SHOWN THE DANGERS OF ©XCESSIVE CYNICISY, BUT AN
ATTITUDE TO THF EXERCISE OF POWER WHICH CONTAINS TOO LITTLE -
CYNICIS™ TS QUITE AS DANGERCUS AS ORE WHICH CONTAING T0O
MICH. AND IN THE AFTERMATH OF WATERGATE, THIS SECOND DANAER
MAY RE THE ONE THAT NEEDS WATCHING MOST.

WHOT IS NEw TODAY IN all ADVANCED SOCIETIES IS THE EXTENT

TO wHICH INTELLECTUALS DETERMINE THE CLIMATE OF ESTABLISH-

MENT OPINTON BECAUSE, WITH THE DEPENDENCE OF ALMOZT ALL

FORMS OF LA®RGE ORZANIZATION ON SPECIALIZED XKNOWLEDGE, ACADEMICS
HAVE RECOME SO MIICH MORE AN INTECGFRAL AND HITHLY INFLUFNTIAL
PART OF THE POWER STRUCTURE THaMN EVER THEY WERE REFORE.

BT THEY DO NOT FEEL AT HOME 1IN IT,., THEIRS IS THE wWORLD

OF THEORY, OF CONCEPTS, OF IDEALS, OR TALXING RATHER THAN
DotNg .,

FOR THE FIRST TIME, IN SHORT, THE NEW POWER STRUCTUSES TN~
CLYTE XN ELEMENT OF GROWING INFLUENCE-BASED ON BRATN POVER-
WHICH FINDS TME MORAL AMBIVALENCE INHERENT IN THE EXERCT3E
OF POWER ALIEN, NOT TO SAY SHOCKING, TO ITS OwH VALUES,

THaT THIS DEVELOPMENT SMOULD COINCIDE WITH WATERGATE IS DIS-
TINCTLY UNFORTUNATE FOR THE UNITED STATES, SINCE EVERYTHING
AT THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS SEEMED TO JUSTIFY anD
NEEPEN THIS RESISTANCE TO A PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
PAINFUL AND UZLY REALITIES OF POWER. BUT THE ABSURD KISSINSER
AFFAIR SURELY UNDERLINES HOW DANZEROUS IT IS IF PUBLIC OPINION
CoMEs TO SE DOMINATED BY INFLUENCES CONSTITUTIONALLY INCAPABLE
OF UNDEPRSTANDINA THESE REALITIES,

HOTHINT wOULD RE GAINED IF, IN FSCAPING FROM THE MNIGHTMARE
WORLD OF PICHARD NIXON AND wWATERGATE, THE UNITED STATES

END QF PaGE o2

No Objection To Declassification in. Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-261-3-68-4

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-261-3-68-4




- No Objection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-261-3-68-4

o : K ‘ 7
i N

I

4

+

TOO¥ REFUSE IN THE DREAM wORLD OF THE NEW YO®RY TIMES AND

THE $ASHINRTON POST.

PEREIRINE WOPETHORNE 1€ a4 COLUMNIST FOR THE SuNDaY TRILEGRAP:

OF LONDON. THIS I35 ADAPTED FR0¥ THAT NEWSPAPER,
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